18 Introduction

Before and after the celebration of the sacrament, the child
has a right to the love and help of the community. During the
rite, in addition to the ways of congregational participation
mentioned in no. 7 of the general introduction, the community
exercises its duty when it expresses its assent together with
the celebrant after the profession of faith by the parents and
godparents. In this way it is clear that the faith in which the
children are baptized is not the private possession of the indi-
vidual family, but is the common treasure of the whole Church
of Christ.

o. Because of the natural relationship, parents have a more
important ministry and role in the baptism of infants than the
godparents.

1) Before the celebration of the sacrament, it is of great
importance that parents, moved by their own faith or
with the help of friends or other members of the com-
munity, should prepare to take part in the rite with
understanding. They should be provided with suitable
means such as books, instructions, and catechisms
written for families. The parish priest should make it
his duty to visit them, or see that they are visited, as
a family or as a group of families, and prepare them
for the coming celebration by pastoral counsel and
common prayer.

2) Itis very important that the parents should be present
in the celebration in which their child is reborn in wa-
ter and the Holy Spirit.

3) In the celebration of baptism, the father and mother
have special parts to play. They listen to the words
addressed to them by the celebrant, they join in prayer
along with the congregation, and they exercise a spe-
cial function when: a) they publicly ask that the child
be baptized; b) they sign their child with the sign of




