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FIRST READING  1 Kgs 17:10-16 

C) The Elijah Cycle (1 Kgs 17:1-2 Kgs 1:18). The Elijah cycle, as it stands, is composite. In 
addition to the narratives taken from a cycle of stories about Elijah (chs. 17-19, 21, and 2 Kgs 1), 
the Deuteronomist (or perhaps an earlier compiler) has incorporated a number of prediction-
fulfillment stories dealing with Ahab’s Aramean wars—one about Ahab and a number of 
unnamed prophets (ch. 20) and another about Micaiah and Ahab (22:1-38). These stories, with 
the exception of the very popular accounts in 1 Kgs 20:35-43; 2 Kgs 1:1-18, are early and of 
historic value. The accounts about the reigns of Jehoshaphat and Ahaziah (22:41-53) are, taken 
from the Acts of the Kings of Judah. The sudden appearance of Elijah, the abrupt termination in 
19:18 with the insertion of the notice about the call of Elisha (19:19-21), and the placement of 
the Naboth incident (ch. 21, which in the LXX follows ch. 19) are all indications that D, 
whatever the amplitude of his original source, did not intend to give a biography of Elijah. All of 
the stories, both those about Elijah and Micaiah and those about the unnamed prophets, either 
enhance the authority of the prophetic word or show it infallibly fulfilled by prediction-
fulfillment stories. In either case, in these different stories D finds support for his basic thesis 
concerning the fulfillment of the Word of God (→ 5 above; cf. R-F 1, 445-49). 

40      (a) ELIJAH, AHAB, AND THE THREE-YEAR DROUGHT (17:1-18:46). 1. neither dew nor rain: 
The great drought was long remembered and is recorded in Tyrian annals, as Menander of 
Ephesus testifies in writing about the reign of Ittobaal of Tyre (see Josephus, Ant. 8.13, 2; Noth, 
Hist. 242).3. brook Cherith: probably it is the Wadi Yabis, N of Tishbe in Gilead; like Zarephath 
in Sidon (v. 9), it was outside Ahab’s jurisdiction.8-16. This prediction-fulfillment story has the 
prediction in v. 14 and the fulfillment in v. 16. The episode is alluded to in Lk 4:24.9. Zarephath: 
Modern Sarafend is 9 mi. S of Sidon near the coast.17-24. The story of the raising of the 
widow’s son is told, like so many other miracle stories about the prophets. (cf. the “fioretti” of 
Elisha in 2 Kgs 2:1-8:29; 20:1-11), to enhance the reputation of the Prophet and thereby help 
establish the authority of his word—a thesis of no small importance to D (see v. 24, “Now 
indeed I know that you are a man of God, and that the word of the Lord is really in your 
mouth”). Some authors see a literary dependence on the Elisha cycle (2 Kgs 4:18-37), citing not 
only the basic similarity of the stories but also the title “man of God” (17:18, 24), one habitually 
given to Elisha, and the similar rite of resuscitation (cf. 1 Kgs 17:21 and 2 Kgs 4:34; see R-F 1, 
447-48).18. The widow interprets her son’s death, according to a mentality that prevailed even 
into NT times (cf. Jn 9:2), as a punishment for her sins, drawn to God’s attention by the presence 
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of the man of God in her home.21. stretched himself: In Acts 20:9-10, Paul follows the same 
procedure. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 146: 7, 8-9, 9-10 

Ps 146. A hymn of praise, or perhaps a thanksgiving. Structure: 1-2, a hymnic introduction (by 
an individual, throughout); 3-4, admonition on the vanity of trusting in man; 5-10, hymnic 
development of Yahweh as creator and savior-the reason for trusting in him (5). This poem 
inaugurates the last group of alleluia Pss (see comment on Ps 113). 1-2. Cf. Ps 104:1, 33.3-4. 
This admonition, characteristic of thanksgiving songs, points up the contrast to 5-10, where 
Yahweh is praised as one to be trusted in every crisis. The “princes” are probably to be 
understood as powerful and rich leaders rather than as members of the royal family.5-10. This 
stirring catalogue of divine attributes is typically concrete and exemplifies the manner in which 
the men of the OT conceived of Yahweh. 
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SECOND READING Hebrews 9:24-28 

.”24. a mere antitype of the real one: “Antitype” is used here with the meaning “copy.” to 
appear now before God on our behalf: Cf. 7:25; Rom 8:34.25-26. If Jesus’ sacrifice had not been 
definitive and final, but had demanded constant repetition as did the annually repeated Day of 
Atonement sacrifices, he would have had to suffer many times since the creation of the world. 
The author rejects the notion of repeated sacrifices of Jesus, not the eternal continuance of his 
one sacrifice. The statement that that sacrifice took place “at the end of the ages” is another 
indication of the author’s fidelity to the time sequence of Jewish and Christian eschatology (cf. 
C. K. Barrett, Background of the NT and Its Eschatology [Fest. C. H. Dodd; Cambridge, 1956] 
363-93). His acceptance of the Platonic conception of eternal heavenly reality contrasted with 
temporal earthly shadow is modified by his strongly historical Christian faith. For him, the 
heavenly sanctuary always existed, but the heavenly sacrifice, which is now eternally present in 
the heavenly sanctuary, entered into the eternal order at a determined point of time.28. to take 
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away the sins of many: A reference to Is 53:12. The Gk vb. anapher� means both to take away” 
and “to bear,” and thus is well suited to express the fact that Jesus took away sin by taking it 
upon himself. “The idea of vicarious sin-bearing is prominent, but there is no hint of vicarious 
punishment” (H. Montefiore, A Commentary, 162). (For the Semitic use of “many” meaning 
“all,” cf. J. Jeremias, “Polloi,” ThWNT 6, 536-45.) will appear a second time, not to take away 
sin but to bring salvation to those who eagerly await hin: A reference to the parousia, with 
perhaps an allusion to the Day of Atonement ritual; the appearance of Jesus will be like that of 
the high priest coming out of the Holy of Holies (cf. Sir 50:5-10). The parousia will bring 
complete and final salvation (cf. 1:14). 
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GOSPEL Mark 12:33-44 

Mk.38. beware of the scribes who walk about in long robes: Their use of the tallîth (shawl) 
for other than prayer and religious duties constituted an ostentatious display of piety. salutations 
in the marketplaces: To be greeted with deep ceremonial bows in recognition of their superior 
position in the community as experts in the Law.39. the first seats in the synagogues: To sit 
facing the people on the bench before the Ark containing the biblical scrolls.40. they devour the 
houses of widows: To the charge of personal pride Jesus adds those of exaction and hypocrisy. 
Jesus undoubtedly made some such accusations, yet their formulation here is so sweeping and 
unqualified as to reflect a later anti-Jewish polemic. 

(d) APPENDIX: THE WIDOW’S TWO COINS (12:41-44). This may originally have been a 
pronouncement story on almsgiving, which Mark has situated here by free association of the 
widow with v. 40 and of the Temple with Jesus’ being in Jerusalem. Other commentators note 
that close parallels of the story are found in Jewish and other literature and suspect that originally 
this may have been a parable that was made into an incident of Jesus’ ministry. In any case, 
following upon Jesus’ condemnation of the Jewish leaders, it comes as a harbinger of hope in the 
midst of an otherwise obdurate Israel. It is perhaps noteworthy that Matthew, who portrays Israel 
as obdurate in its rejection of Christ (Mt 23), omits this story, which Mark and Luke place at the 
end of Jesus’ ministry. 

41. he sat down opposite the treasury: The temple treasury usually means the cells where the 
valuables were stored; here it may designate the women’s court around whose walls were placed 
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13 trumpet-shaped chests for offerings.42. two tiny coins: Mark explains them as equaling in 
Roman coinage a kodrant�s (= Lat quadrans, a quarter of an as), about one sixty-fourth of a 
laborer’s daily wages.44. she, with less than enough for herself has given all that she had to live 
on: Jesus measures the worth of her offering in terms of the sacrifice or self-offering involved. In 
this context, his thought preludes the laying down of his own life. 
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